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Durham Colliers' Union, which had been broken after the
struggles ofi8xo; and under the leadership of John Doherty the
cotton spinners set to work to re-create their central organiza-
tion, which had fallen to pieces after the struggles of 1818.
John Doherty, who had come to Lancashire from Ulster in
1817. was in this period easily the leading figure in the Trade
Union movement in the North. An ardent Owenite, he
regarded Trade Unionism not only as a means of protecting
working-class conditions, but also as an instrument for chang-
ing the basis of the economic order. He aimed at creating not
merely a powerful and inclusive society of cotton spinners
extending to every area in Great Britain, but also at welding
together the entire working class into a closely united body for
mutual protection and for the creation of a new social system.
Beginning with his o\vn trade, he led the cotton spinners in
their resistance to the wage reductions demanded by the
employers in face of the trade depression of 1829. The workers
were defeated: but the moral which they drew from their
failure was that they must build up a Union powerful enough
to prevent one district from undercutting and blacklegging on
another. In pursuit of this object Doherty, towards the end of
1829, got together in the Isle of Man a conference representing
the Scottish and Irish as well as the English spinners, and
persuaded it to create the Grand General Union of All the
Spinners of the United Kingdom.
This, however, was only the first step. Doherty had already
made in 1826 an attempt to create an inclusive Union of all
trades; but he had apparently become convinced that this
could succeed only if it could be built up round a solid nucleus
of trade organization. Having won over the spinners, he next
set to work to make their Union the starting point for a wider
combination. In March 1830 he started the United Trades
Co-operative Journal to advocate his Trade Union and Owenite
ideas; and in June he succeeded, at a widely representative
conference, in launching the National Association for the
Protection of Labour, which every trade society in the country
was invited to join.
Hardly had this been done when the parent body, the
Spinners5 Union, became involved in a series of local strikes for